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PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To lower the cost by simplifying the 
structure of a flexible variable endoscope using a fluid migration as 
a flexibility adjusting means. 

SOLUTION: In this endoscope, an insert part is provided with a 
flexible tube part having flexibility. The endoscope includes a fluid 
circulation channel opened to the tip of the insert part and a 
passage switching means positioned in the flexible tube part, 
provided with a closed tube whose tip is closed, and selectively 
communicating a fluid delivery source with either the fluid circulation 
channel or the closed tube. When the fluid circulation channel is 
communicated with the fluid delivery source, fluid is jetted from the 
tip of the insert part, and when the closed tube is communicated 
with the fluid delivery source, the flexibility of the flexible tube part is 
varied by a change in the internal pressure of the closed tube. 
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